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Electric toys 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has 
amended its toy regulations to permit future use of more flexible, 
lighter, electric cords. The changes become effective Oct. 3, 1979 
and will apply to hand-held educational and hobby-type items 
used by children, such as woodburning tools. 


The amendments approve 14 different types of power cords 
for electric toy use. Only one type of cord was previously speci- 
fied. Toys weighing % pound or less will require lighter, more 
flexible cords, and toys weighing more then % pound will need 
other heavier cords. None of the cords can be smaller than No. 18 
AWG (American Wire Gauge). 


CPSC hopes the changes will reduce the (1) possibility of 
cords tipping over electric hobby toys when they are placed on 
flat surfaces and (2) chances of burning or shocking young users. 
As well as offering greater protection to children, the amend- 
ments will give manufacturers more latitude in selecting power 
cords for their products, CPSC believes. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 8, page 45551. For further in- 
formation write or call David Thome, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Washington, DC 20207; telephone 301-492-6400. 


Real estate settlements 


Dec. 1 is deadline for comments to assist Housing and 
Urban Development Dept. (HUD) in a possible revision of the 
Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act (RESPA). 


Consumer concern with high settlement costs, and confu- 
sion over the settlement process itself, led to the enactment of 
RESPA in 1974. The Act, amended in Jan. 1976, was intended 
to provide advance disclosure of settlement costs to home 
buyers, eliminate certain kickbacks and referral fees for vari- 
ous settlement services, and reduce the amounts home buyers 
are required to escrow for real estate tax and insurance pay- 
ments. 


RESPA’s advance disclosure provision requires that 
mortgage loan applicants receive a “Special Information 
Booklet” describing settlement practices and costs. 


As a proportion of the sales price of a house, total settle- 
ment charges usually range from 7% to 12% of the cost. In 
dollars these charges are quite substantial and can deter con- 
sumers from buying or selling residential property. Since 
many of these charges are based on a fixed percentage of sales 
price or mortgage value, settlement costs have become par- 
ticularly burdensome in markets where home values are rising 
rapidly. 

HUD is reviewing the Act to see what revisions may be 
needed to assure that home buyers get the benefits and pro- 
tections which Congress intended and invites comments from 
all interested persons and groups. HUD is particularly in- 
terested in the following issues: 


e Are the required good faith estimate and “Special In- 
formation Booklet” accurate and helpful? Are they being de- 
livered to home buyers in sufficient time to be studied and 
evaluated? What additional information should the estimate or 
booklet contain? What should be deleted or shortened? 

e Is the required Settlement Statement being accurately 
completed, available for inspection and delivered so as to be 
helpful to home buyers and sellers? 

e Is the existing form of the Settlement Statement help- 
ful or is it confusing to buyers, sellers, lenders, and others 
who receive or prepare it? What changes, if any, should be 
made? 
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Single copies of RESPA, the current Regulations and 
Special Information Booklet are available at no charge from 
Cynthia Lewis, Acting Director, Office of the Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary for Regulatory Functions, Room 4108, Housing 
and Urban Development, 451 7th St. SW, Washington, DC 
20410; telephone 202-755-7038. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 6, page 39701 and Sept. 12, 
page 40539. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15, 1976. Send com- 
ments marked with docket No. R78-568 to Rules Docket 
Clerk, Office of General Counsel, Room 5218, Housing and 
Jrban Development, 451 7th St. SW, Washington, DC 20410. 


Net weight labeling 


Dec. 26 is new deadline for comments on Agriculture 
Dept.’s proposed net weight labeling regulations for meat and 
poultry products. The regulations (first proposed in Dec. 
1977) would require package labels to state net package 
weight at the time these products are sold to consumers 
rather than at the time they leave processing plants. New 
regulations are being proposed because certain meat and poul- 
try products lose moisture during transportation and storage 
and as a result can weigh less than indicated package weight 
at time of sale. 


Agriculture has received more than 3,000 comments on 
the proposal. “One of the continuing concerns was the effect 
that the proposed change might have on the cost of meat and 
poultry products to the consuming public.” 


In order to make an informed decision on the proposal, 
Agriculture asked the Consumer Federation of America 
(CFA) to prepare a consumer economic impact study and is 
extending the deadline to receive consumer comment on the 
CFA study. 


Copies of the study can be obtained from Ann Langlois, 
Food Safety and Quality Service, Room 3167, South Bldg., 
Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 20250; telephone 202- 
447-2142. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 27, page 50188. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1977, Feb. 1 and Mar. 15, 1978. Send 
comments on the study to the above address. For further in- 
formation write or call Michael Rose, Meat and Poultry In- 
spection Program, Food Safety and Quality Service, USDA, 
Washington, DC 20250; telephone 202-447-3840. 


US Office of Consumer Affairs 


The Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) has been 
reorganized and renamed the US Office of Consumer 
Affairs (US/OCA). Its mission and functions remain the 
same. The reorganization (effective Oct. 18) is designed 
to improve overall efficiency and consists of the follow- 
ing separate offices:- Office of the Director; General 
Counsel; Division of Consumer Organization; Division of 
Consumer Programs; Division of Consumer Informa- 
tion; and Office of Management and Consumer Com- 
plaints. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 26, page 50046. 
CONSUMER REGISTER: Nov. 1, 1974. 





Milk, cream and cheese substitutes 


Nov. 27 is deadline for comments on Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to establish identity standards 
for milk, cream, and cheese substitutes. 


The proposed standards would (1) establish descriptive 
names for the substitutes; (2) permit use of any safe and suit- 
able optional ingredients in their formulation; (3) establish 
compositional requirements including nutritional equivalence 
to the foods being simulated; and (4) set up labeling require- 
ments. 


These standards are proposed in response to petitions 
from the cheese industry and because many new dairy food 
substitutes are now being marketed. FDA believes that es- 
tablishing identity standards for these substitutes will pro- 
mote honesty and fair dealing in the interest of consumers. 


FDA wants consumers to comment on whether or not 
they are happy with the present method of marketing and 
labeling dairy food substitutes or would rather have new 
standards of identity. For example: When consumers pur- 
chase a product labeled “Non-Dairy Creamer” are they satis- 
fied with such a product description or would they prefer pur- 
chasing the same product labeled “Cream Substitute” showing 
the exact amount and type of fat content? When consumers 
buy frozen pizzas with “cheese topping” are they alert to the 
fact that this may not contain genuine mozzarella cheese but a 
cheaper substitute with different nutritional properties? Con- 
sumers should know what they are getting in dairy food sub- 
stitutes and FDA feels this may not be the case. 


In addition, FDA is proposing to revise identity stand- 
ards for the following cheeses: blue, cheddar, edam, gouda, 
gruyere, limburger, provolone, samsoe, and swiss to provide 
percentage labeling of the fat content. The revisions would 
also apply to cheddar and swiss cheeses for use in manufac- 
turing and low sodium cheddar. The purpose of this require- 
ment would be to permit use of safe and suitable ingredients 
that do not change the food’s basic identity or adversely affect 
physical or chemical characteristics. These revisions would 
bring the US into alignment with already established interna- 
tional standards of identity for the 9 cheeses. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 19, page 42118. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk (HFA-305), Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration, Room 4-65, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. 
For further information write or cal! Eugene McGarrahan, 
Bureau of Foods (HFF-415), FDA, 200 C St. SW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20204; telephone 202-245-1155. 


Orange B ban 


Dec. 4 is deadline for comments on Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposed ban of the color additive 
Orange B which has been used to color the casings or surfaces 
of hot dogs and sausages. 


Data from Stange Co., the only US producer of Orange B, 
showed a few parts per billion of B-naphthylamine in the 
color. B-naphthylamine has been demonsirated to cause blad- 
der cancer in test animals. 


Stange Co. discontinued production of Orange B in April 
1978 and notified its customers. Since the color was approved 
in 1966, the company produced approximately 40,000 pounds 
of the substance yearly and sold it mainly in the South where 
there is a strong preference for deeper colored hot dogs and 


sausages. The company currently has no stock of Orange B in 
its inventory. 


FDA says a recall is unnecessary, since the additive is no 
longer being produced and there is no significant risk to public 
health during the short time that existing stocks are used up. 


Details—Fderal Register: Oct. 3, page 45611. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk (HF A-305), Food and Drug Administration, 
Room 4-65, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For 
further information write or call Gerad McCowin, Bureau of 
Foods (HFF-334), FDA, 200 C St., SW, Washington, DC 
20204; telephone 202-472-5740. 


Danger—toys! 


Dec. 15 is deadline for comments on Consumer Product 
Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal to classify as banned 
hazardous substances certain toys and other articles intended 
for use by children under 3 years old. This age group is par- 
ticularly susceptible to injuries and deaths from choking on, 
swallowing or inhaling small parts of toys. 


In a special CPSC study on small-parts injuries to chil- 
dren under 10, almost half of an estimated 3,800 injuries from 
Dec. 1976 to Feb. 1977 were to those under 3 years. Of 45 
deaths from small parts involving children’s products, 25 were 
to children under 3. 


Eighteen major categories of toys and other articles in- 
tended for very young children would have to pass a test de- 
signed to screen out small parts. The categories include 
squeeze toys, blocks, stuffed toys, teethers, crib mobiles and 
exercisers, and Jack-in-the-boxes. Because of their utilitarian 
or educational value, articles like children’s clothing and ac- 
cessories, modeling clay, fingerpaints, marbles, balloons, and 
crayons would be exempted from the proposal. Small toys sold 
in vending machines will be evaluated individually. 


Items would be tested in a truncated cylinder measuring 
1% inches in diameter by 2% inches deep. If any toy can fit en- 
tirely into the cylinder, or if a part of a toy can come off and 
fit into the cylinder, the toy would be banned. 


According to CPSC staff, only a small portion of toys and 
other children’s items would have to be redesigned to comply 
with the proposed regulations. In part, this is because the 
trade association, Toy Manufacturers of America (TMA), 
has set voluntary standards that incorporate safety require- 
ments similar to the proposal. TMA members produce about 
90% of the dollar volume of all US made toys. 


If adopted, the proposed rules will join a series of other 
regulations designed to increase children’s safety. These in- 
clude: regulations to identify sharp points and edges on toys 
for children younger than age 8; safety requirements for 
pacifiers to prevent choking and strangulation, and safety 
regulations for electrical toys. (See this issue of CONSUMER 
REGISTER.) Also included are a mandatory safety standard 
for full-size and smaller cribs, a ban of any toys and furniture 
coated with paint containing more than 0.06% lead, and a ban 
on small baby rattles. CPSC is currently studying technical 
reports to examine possible regulation of projectile toys. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 16, page 47684. Send com- 
ments to Office of the Secretary, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Washington, DC 20207. For further information 
write or call Elaine Besson, Office of Program Management at 
the above address; telephone 301-492-6453. 


This listing, prepared by Lou Cook, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 
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consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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